Contributions of Tribal

Cultures to Indian Civilization

From the earliest human settlements to the present day, tribal communities have
continuously shaped India’s ecological knowledge, social institutions,
art & religious traditions. Indian civilization did not grow by replacing tribal
cultures with urban or agrarian ones. It evolved through a long process of

absorption, interaction, and transformation.

Anthropologist Verrier Elwin, in The Tribal World of Verrier Elwin,
argued that tribes are “not outside Indian civilization, but among its oldest
cultural roots.” Similarly, N. K. Bose emphasized that Indian civilization

evolved through a process of cultural integration, not cultural elimination.
Tribal Communities in Prehistoric India

Archaeological and ethnographic evidence shows deep continuity between
prehistoric lifeways and modern tribal traditions. Excavations at
Bhimbetka, Adamgarh, and Baghor reveal Mesolithic and Neolithic
hunting-gathering practices that survive in modified form among tribes like
the Birhor, Baiga, and Chenchu. The Baiga belief that ploughing wounds the
earth reflects a prehistoric worldview that treated nature as a living entity. This
same worldview appears in early Indian cosmology and later Hindu concepts of

Bhumi Deuvi.

Neolithic sites like Mehrgarh show early cultivation of wheat and barley and
domestication of animals. Ethnographic parallels among tribal cultivators in
central and eastern India demonstrate how early farming knowledge

evolved within tribal communities long before state societies emerged.
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Ecological Wisdom

One of the most profound tribal contributions to Indian civilization is ecological
wisdom. Anthropologist Madhav Gadgil and ecologist Ramachandra Guha,
in This Fissured Land, documented how tribal forest management systems
maintained biodiversity for centuries. Studies of sacred groves among the
Khasi, Kodava, and Gond communities show that these were early
conservation zones where hunting and tree-cutting were forbidden. These groves

preserved rare plant species long before modern environmentalism emerged.

Shifting cultivation (jhum) was once seen as destructive, but ecological research
led by Harold Brookfield demonstrated that rotational shifting cultivation
maintains soil fertility and biodiversity when practiced traditionally. Among the

Ao Naga and Garo, fallow cycles lasting 15—20 years allow forests to regenerate
fully.

These practices influenced India’s later cultural respect for rivers, forests, and
animals. The worship of trees like Peepal and Banyan, and animals such as the
snake and bull, emerged from tribal cosmology and later became central to

Hindu ritual life.
Tribal Contributions to Agriculture

Early Rice Cultivation in the Ganga Valley

Archaeobotanical research in the middle Ganga valley has fundamentally altered
our understanding of the origins of agriculture in South Asia. Excavations at
Koldihwa, Mahagara, and nearby sites demonstrate that rice cultivation in
eastern India began much earlier than previously assumed, reaching back to the

early Holocene period (c. 7000—6000 BCE).

The Optionalist | AnthroPoliX



The work led by G.R. Sharma revealed carbonized rice grains, rice husk
impressions on pottery, and occupation layers associated with settled life.
Crucially, these remains were found in clearly stratified Neolithic contexts.
Further microscopic analysis of rice grains by scholars such as Dorian Fuller

showed morphological traits associated with domestication, especially:
Thicker husks

Larger grain size

Non-shattering spikelets

These features confirm deliberate human selection over generations. The
implication is clear: eastern India was not merely receiving domesticated rice

from elsewhere, but actively shaping its evolution.
Rice Varieties

Genetic analysis of traditional rice landraces preserved in eastern India reveals

strong continuity with ancient varieties. Two important forms stand out:
Indica rice, adapted to warm, water-rich environments
Aus rice, an early-maturing variety suited to uncertain rainfall

The aus variety is particularly significant. It grows rapidly, requires
less water, and fits well into shifting monsoon patterns. Its early
presence indicates experimentation with multiple rice ecotypes, suggesting that

early farmers were not passive cultivators but active agricultural innovators.

These findings challenge older diffusion models that traced rice domestication
solely to East Asia. Instead, they point toward multiple centres of domestication,

with the Ganga valley as a major independent hub.

Ethnographic Continuities in Eastern India
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Ethnographic studies among the Munda, Santhal, and Khasi peoples reveal
remarkable continuities with these ancient practices. These communities

continue to:

Use nursery-raised seedlings

Transplant rice into flooded fields

Manage water communally

Perform agricultural rituals linked to fertility, rain, and earth spirits

The agricultural calendar, tools, and ritual vocabulary observed today closely
resemble what archaeological patterns suggest for early rice farmers. This
continuity strengthens the argument that rice cultivation in eastern India evolved

through cultural transmission, not abrupt replacement.

The persistence of ritual elements—such as first-harvest ceremonies and
fertility symbolism—suggests that rice was never just a crop, but a cultural

foundation of society.
Non-rice Agriculture

While rice cultivation flourished in the fertile floodplains of eastern India, the
semi-arid and hilly regions of the subcontinent saw the crucial role of
tribal communities in domesticating and cultivating a diverse set of crops. Their

work laid the foundation for India’s remarkable agricultural biodiversity.
Millets

Tribal communities were early domesticators of coarse cereals and millets,
particularly ragi (finger millet), jowar (sorghum), and pearl millet
(bajra). These crops are highly resistant to drought and require minimal
irrigation, making them ideal for dry farming regions such as the Deccan plateau,

central India, and parts of western India.
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Archaeobotanical studies in central India at sites like Piprahwa and Chirand
show evidence of millet cultivation dating back to c. 3000—2000 BCE.
Charred seeds recovered from these sites include ragi, jowar, and other minor

millets.
Pulses

Pulses were another area where tribal farmers innovated. Crops like horse
gram, mung, and pigeon pea were cultivated alongside millets, providing
essential proteins and nitrogen fixation for soil fertility. Excavations in Chirand,
Ganga valley, and central India revealed charred remains of horse gram and

lentils, showing that these pulses were a dietary mainstay in tribal communities.

Ethnographic observations among Santhal and Munda farmers show pulses
interplanted with cereals, forming balanced cropping systems. These not

only provided nutrition but also maintained soil health.
Oilseeds

Tribal communities also domesticated oilseeds, notably sesame (til) and
linseed, which were cultivated for both dietary fat and ritual purposes.
Archaeological evidence from Neolithic and Chalcolithic sites in Gujarat and
Maharashtra, including Rangpur and Daimabad, confirms the use of sesame

seeds in both food preparation and early oil extraction techniques.

Ethnographers report that oilseed production was often managed collectively,
with surplus used in trading networks, illustrating early economic sophistication

among tribal groups.
Tubers and Forest Fruits

Beyond cultivated crops, tribal communities relied on tubers, roots, and wild

fruits, integrating forest resources into agricultural systems. Excavations in

The Optionalist | AnthroPoliX



Narmada valley and central Indian forests show remains of yams, wild

gourds, and minor tubers in settlement contexts.

Ethnographic studies of the Khasi, Garo, and Santhal communities document
collection and cultivation of forest fruits such as tamarind, mango, and

jackfruit, which provided dietary variety and nutritional security.
Scholarly Insights

Prominent botanist M.S. Swaminathan has repeatedly emphasized that India’s
agricultural diversity owes much to millennia of experimentation by tribal
and indigenous communities. Their knowledge of local ecology, crop cycles,
and soil conditions enabled the domestication of hardy, nutritious crops that later

became staples across the subcontinent.

Modern nutritional studies confirm that traditional millets cultivated by
tribal farmers are high in protein, calcium, iron, and other

micronutrients, highlighting their continuing relevance.
Social Organization in Tribal India

Tribal societies in India played a foundational role in shaping early social
structures and political values. Unlike urban or state-level societies, which often
relied on centralized authority, many tribal communities operated through
egalitarian and consensus-driven systems. These arrangements reflect a
form of social organization that prioritizes collective decision-making, equality,

and mutual responsibility.
Egalitarian Social Structures

Anthropological studies reveal that tribal societies generally lack rigid
hierarchies. The work of E. E. Evans-Pritchard on segmentary lineage
systems, initially focused on African societies, offers a useful comparative

framework. In India, this concept finds parallels among the Santhal, Mizo, and
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Naga communities, where society is organized into clans and lineages, each with

obligations to kin and community.

Among the Santhal, lineage elders form councils that manage land,
mediate conflicts, and regulate communal rituals. Decisions are reached through

discussion and consensus, rather than imposed by a single authority.

The Mizo village traditionally consists of several clans, each represented
in a village council. Leadership is temporary and based on respect and skill rather

than hereditary right.

The Naga tribes, including the Ao and Angami, follow clan-based
organization. Village chiefs act as facilitators rather than rulers, and disputes

are resolved through discussion in the khamti (village assembly).
Village Councils

The tribal panchayat system, widely recognized in Indian governance, has deep
roots in tribal political culture. Across central and eastern India, tribal councils
served multiple functions: conflict resolution, resource management, ritual

regulation, and enforcement of customary law.

The Gond village council (patel or panchayat) resolves disputes over land,
water, and family conflicts through discussion, fines, or communal labor

obligations.

In Orissa and Jharkhand, the Ho and Oraon councils organize
seasonal festivals, coordinate hunting, and supervise irrigation, demonstrating

the integration of political, social, and economic functions.
Religion and Symbolism in Early Indian Cultures

Religion and ritual in prehistoric and protohistoric India were deeply rooted in
human interaction with nature, subsistence, and community life. Tribal

traditions, in particular, provide a window into some of the earliest
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spiritual systems, many of which influenced later urban and classical forms of
religion. These practices often revolved around fertility, water, fire, animals,
and forest spirits, reflecting a close connection between culture, environment,

and survival.
Fertility and Terracotta Figurines

Terracotta figurines, especially those depicting female deities, are among the
earliest archaeological indicators of religious symbolism in India. At Baghor, in
Madhya Pradesh, excavations uncovered small fertility figurines
dating to the Mesolithic—Neolithic transition (c. 5000—-3000 BCE).
These figurines emphasize the reproductive features of women, signaling a

fertility cult likely connected with agricultural success and population stability.

Similarly, the Neolithic site of Mehrgarh in present-day Pakistan yielded
numerous female terracotta figurines from c. 7000 BCE, often with

exaggerated hips and breasts, interpreted as goddess symbols.

Ethnographic parallels among contemporary tribal communities, including the
Santhal, Bhil, and Gonds, show that female deity worship, associated
with fertility and harvest, remains central in ritual practice. Anthropologist S.C.
Roy has argued that these early fertility cults provided the foundation for
goddess worship in classical Hinduism, demonstrating cultural continuity

over millennia.
Animal Worship and Proto-Shiva Imagery

Religious symbolism in early India also often emphasized animals, reflecting both
subsistence dependence and spiritual significance. The famous Pashupati seal
from Mohenjo-daro (c. 2500 BCE) depicts a seated, horned figure
surrounded by animals. Scholars suggest that this figure represents a tribal

prototype of Shiva as a lord of animals, linking wild, forest, and pastoral life.
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Ethnographic studies of tribal forest-dwelling ascetics and shamans
indicate practices strikingly similar to this depiction: meditation, animal
symbolism, and yogic postures. The ascetic form of Shiva in later Hinduism,
living in forests and practicing austerities, mirrors tribal shamanistic traditions,

showing the continuity of symbolic motifs from tribal to urban religious contexts.
Art, Music, and Oral Traditions

Tribal communities across India have played a foundational role in shaping the
artistic, musical, and narrative traditions that became integral to Indian culture.
Their creativity reflects ecological adaptation, spiritual beliefs, and social
organization, and has persisted over millennia, influencing regional and classical

art forms.
Rock Art and Painting Traditions

Some of the earliest artistic expressions in India are preserved in rock shelters

and cave paintings, many of which show continuity with modern tribal styles:

Bhimbetka (Madhya Pradesh): The Mesolithic and later rock shelters here
display paintings of hunting scenes, human and animal figures, and
geometric motifs. Scholars note a striking resemblance between these motifs
and Gond and Bhil wall paintings, suggesting a continuity of symbolic

representation and narrative art over thousands of years.

Kupgal (Karnataka): Late Neolithic engravings depict dancing figures and
ritual scenes, paralleling tribal performance traditions still maintained by

Chenchu and Soliga communities.

Warli Art (Maharashtra): Although codified later, Warli painting derives its
symbolism from Gond cosmology. Triangles and concentric circles
represent mountains, rivers, and human life cycles, emphasizing the interplay of

humans and nature.
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These examples show how tribal aesthetics informed broader Indian visual
culture, particularly in symbolism, narrative continuity, and ritual

representation.
Music and Performance Traditions

Tribal music and dance form the heartbeat of cultural expression in India,

combining ritual, storytelling, and social cohesion.

Santhal Music and Karam Dance (Jharkhand, West Bengal): The
Santhal Karam festival celebrates fertility, harvest, and communal harmony.
Songs performed during the festival, known as Karam Geet, narrate moral
stories, ancestral heroics, and ecological wisdom, passing knowledge orally across

generations.

Bhils and Dhol Dance (Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh): The Dhol
and flute performances during Holi or harvest festivals incorporate narrative
elements, recounting local legends and warrior tales, blending music, martial

history, and ritual.

Toda Folk Music (Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu): The Toda maintain ritual chants
and antiphonal songs for pastoral and fertility rites. Ethnomusicologists have
noted that call-and-response structures in Toda songs resemble patterns
observed in other early tribal communities across India, suggesting shared

cultural templates.
Oral Epics and Folklore

Tribal oral traditions are among the most enduring forms of Indian narrative

culture, preserving ethical values, social norms, and cosmology:

Santhal Karam Katha (Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha): A cycle of epic tales

narrating the adventures of heroes, spirits, and divine figures, often performed
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during the Karam festival, preserves early ethical codes and environmental

stewardship.

Gond Puran and Epic Tales (Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh): These
oral epics recount the origins of rivers, mountains, and crops, linking mythology
with ecological knowledge. Anthropologist Verrier Elwin noted that Gond Puran

stories encode seasonal cycles and agricultural calendars.

Stith Thompson, a renowned folklorist, observed that structural elements
of tribal folktales resonate with broader Indian folk literature, suggesting that
classical fables, Puranic stories, and epic motifs are deeply rooted in tribal

narrative frameworks.
Rituals & Festivals

Tribal festivals integrate music, dance, food, and symbolic arts, reflecting

agricultural cycles, spiritual beliefs, and communal identity:

Karam Festival (Santhals and Oraons): Celebrated during monsoon, it
honors the Karam tree deity, emphasizing fertility, crop protection, and
communal solidarity. Rituals include planting trees, singing, dancing, and

narrating epics, highlighting the interdependence of humans and environment.

Chhath Festival (Central India tribal variants): Early tribal communities
performed sun worship and water rituals, which later merged with regional

agrarian festivals. These practices link cosmic rhythms to agricultural cycles.

Bihu (Assam, tribal origins): While widely celebrated now, Bihu has tribal
roots emphasizing harvest, cattle worship, and fertility, blending song, dance,

and communal feasting.

Pongal and Makar Sankranti (Tamil Nadu and South India): These
harvest festivals retain elements of tribal seasonal rituals, celebrating solar cycles,

cattle, and new crop offerings.
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These festivals preserve ritual knowledge, social cohesion, and ecological

awareness, revealing how tribal innovations informed regional cultural evolution.
Tribal Contribution to Linguistic Diversity

1. Influence on Indo-Aryan Languages

Linguist George Grierson, through the monumental Linguistic Survey of India,
documented how many Indo-Aryan languages absorbed vocabulary, grammatical

patterns, and phonetic features from tribal tongues.

In Bihar, Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh, languages such as Magahi and
Bhojpuri show heavy influence from Munda and Austroasiatic tribal
languages, especially in agricultural terms like dhan (rice), khet (field), and

names of domesticated animals.

Vocabulary related to forest, flora, and fauna—for example, names of
medicinal plants or wild animals—often traces directly to tribal words. Such
lexical adoption reflects practical ecological knowledge transferred across

communities, contributing to the broader cultural knowledge base.
2. Dravidian and Austroasiatic Languages

Tribal languages of the Dravidian and Austroasiatic families preserve features
that date back thousands of years: Munda languages, spoken by Santhal, Ho,
and Mundari communities, retain complex verbal morphology that is
absent in modern Indo-Aryan tongues. These forms provide linguists with

a window into prehistoric speech and syntax.

Nicobarese and Khasi, Austroasiatic languages of northeastern India,
retain numeral systems and lexical structures reflecting early agricultural
societies, including terms for ploughing, rice transplantation, and wetland

management.
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The survival of these linguistic features demonstrates how tribal languages
functioned as reservoirs of ancient ecological, technological, and social

knowledge, contributing indirectly to cultural evolution across the subcontinent.
3. Sanskrit and Regional Languages

Tribal influence extended into classical Sanskrit and later regional literatures: In
early Sanskrit texts, words describing forest products, hunting tools,
animals, and crops were borrowed from tribal dialects. For instance:
tila (sesame), kapi (monkey), and makhana (water lily) appear alongside

Sanskritized forms.

Ritual terminology in villages, particularly for fertility cults, water rituals, and
seasonal festivals, often preserved original tribal terms, showing how tribal

linguistic heritage was central to religious and cultural continuity.
Tribal Contributions to the Economic Systems

1. Early Iron-Smelting and Metallurgy

One of the most significant contributions of tribal communities was in
iron-smelting and metalwork, which had long-lasting effects on Indian
economic and material culture: Tribal groups like the Asur in Jharkhand and
the Agaria in central India were specialized iron-smelters, producing

agricultural tools, weapons, and ritual objects.

Archaeological studies at Ghoramara and other central Indian sites reveal
continuous iron production from c. 1200 BCE to early historical
periods, indicating the long-term survival of tribal metallurgy. These studies
show primitive furnaces, slag deposits, and iron implements, confirming the

technical skill of these communities.

2. Basketry, Weaving, and Pottery
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Tribal communities were also at the forefront of textile and craft production:
Basketry and weaving were widespread among forest and riverine tribes, who
used materials like bamboo, cane, reeds, and grass to produce durable
containers, mats, and clothing. Tribes such as the Gonds and Santhals
maintained techniques for interlacing fibers, dyeing threads, and

designing patterns, many of which persist in modern handloom traditions.

Pottery traditions in tribal communities predate urban ceramic styles. Sites in
Chotanagpur and Madhya Pradesh have yielded handmade red and
black pottery with incised designs and geometric motifs, used for storage,
cooking, and ritual purposes. These techniques influenced Chalcolithic and Iron

Age pottery in surrounding regions.
3. Dhokra Metal Casting and Lost-Wax Technique

A particularly renowned tribal craft is Dhokra metal casting, which employs the
lost-wax (cire-perdue) technique: Practiced by tribes in Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal, and Odisha, Dhokra artisans produce ritual figurines, animals, and
decorative items in bronze and brass. Archaeological parallels exist with ancient
tribal metallurgy in central India, suggesting that this artisanal knowledge
survived for over 2,500 years, transmitting methods from tribal workshops to

early urban centers.
4. Civilizational Impact

The material culture of tribal communities was not purely utilitarian; it had
economic, social, and symbolic value: Tribal-produced iron, pottery, and crafts
supported agriculture, storage, and trade, creating localized markets that later

integrated into regional trade networks.

Tribal artisans contributed to the standardization of tools and techniques,
which facilitated the spread of agricultural and craft knowledge to early villages

and towns. Ritual objects, figurines, and decorated pottery reflected
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cultural continuity, linking tribal practices to the symbolic and spiritual

dimensions of emerging civilizations.

Tribal—State Interaction in the Evolution of Indian
Civilization

Tribal groups have always been integral to the development of Indian society,
even after the emergence of large states and urban centers. Far from disappearing
under the pressure of centralized polities, tribal communities adapted,

contributed, and sometimes even became the nucleus of state formation,

influencing economic, political, and cultural life.
Tribal Polities as Precursors to Kingdoms

Historian Romila Thapar emphasized that many Indian dynasties and early
kingdoms evolved from tribal polities, rather than being imposed
externally. For example: The Gonds, originally forest-dwelling tribal groups in
central India, gradually formed the Gondwana kingdom, which lasted from
the medieval period into the early modern era. Archaeological surveys and
inscriptions show that Gond chiefs maintained control over forests, trade routes,

and agrarian hinterlands before formal state structures emerged.

Similarly, the Naga chieftains of northeast India established small but
structured polities, which over time evolved into regional kingdoms,

maintaining their own ritual, legal, and economic systems.

These examples highlight the political creativity of tribal groups, demonstrating
how their governance structures formed a foundation for state formation and

early administrative organization.

Tribes as Soldiers
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Tribal communities were often absorbed into state militaries, providing both
manpower and local ecological knowledge: In the Mauryan Empire (c.
322-185 BCE), Ashokan edicts and administrative records mention tribes
who supplied forest products, horses, elephants, and military
contingents. The Kolar hills and Vindhya forest regions were heavily patrolled
by tribal auxiliaries who knew the terrain intimately, contributing to frontier

security and trade control.

The Chalukyas and Rashtrakutas frequently recruited tribal archers
and horsemen from Karnataka and central India, whose skills were crucial for
defending forested and hilly borders. Tribal soldiers also appear in Rajput
armies, where Bhil and Gond archers were noted for their precision and
knowledge of terrain, demonstrating that tribal expertise shaped both military

and political culture in early states.
Tribal Contribution To the State Economies

Tribal communities were key contributors to early state economies through trade
and resource management: The ironworking tribes of Odisha and Chhattisgarh,
such as the Kandha and Munda, supplied iron tools, weapons, and
agricultural implements to early kingdoms. Excavations at Rairakhol and
Asurgarh reveal iron smelting furnaces and slag layers, indicating organized

metallurgy.

In the Deccan plateau, tribal groups like the Bhil and Korku controlled
forest products including honey, lac, gums, and medicinal plants, which were
exchanged with early urban settlements. Mauryan administrative records confirm
that forest goods from tribal areas were vital for state consumption and trade.
The Khasi and Garo communities of northeast India maintained trade

in betel nut, spices, and bamboo products, which were important for both
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local economies and interstate trade, showing how tribal production

complemented early market networks.

Contemporary Scientific Validation of Tribal
Wisdom

Over the last few decades, scientific studies have increasingly confirmed the
ecological, nutritional, and agricultural knowledge of tribal communities in India.
These findings demonstrate that tribal practices were not merely traditional
customs, but empirically effective strategies that contributed to the sustainability

of Indian culture and civilization.
1. Nutritional Benefits of Traditional Tribal Diets

Study Title: Nutritional Assessment of Indigenous Diets in Tribal

India

Key Evidence: Surveys of Munda, Santhal, and Bhil communities analyzed

consumption patterns of millets, pulses, oilseeds, tubers, and forest fruits.

Results: Traditional millet-based diets were rich in protein, fiber, iron, calcium,

and micronutrients.

Tribal diets showed lower incidence of lifestyle-related diseases compared to
populations consuming modern refined grains. Use of pulses and oilseeds

ensured balanced amino acids and healthy fats.
2. Indigenous Forest Management

Study Title: Effectiveness of Traditional Forest Governance in

Biodiversity Conservation

Key Evidence: Comparative assessment of forests managed by tribal councils

versus commercial forestry projects in central India.
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Results: Tribal-managed forests maintained higher species richness and soil
fertility. Practices like sacred groves, rotational harvesting, and protection of key
tree species prevented overexploitation. Wildlife diversity was significantly higher

in tribal-protected areas.

Significance: Validates that tribal ecological practices were scientifically
sustainable, contributing to both biodiversity conservation and human

subsistence.
3. Agronomic Effectiveness of Millets and Dryland Crops

Study Title: Performance of Traditional Millets under Semi-Arid

Conditions

Key Evidence: Field trials on ragi, jowar, and pearl millet in dry regions of

Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Odisha.

Results: Indigenous varieties withstood low rainfall and poor soils better than
modern high-yield hybrids. Millets had higher nutritional content, including
calcium, iron, and resistant starch. Traditional intercropping methods improved

soil health and reduced pest incidence.

Significance: Confirms that tribal experimentation with crops was adaptively

innovative and highly resilient.
4. Cultural and Medicinal Knowledge Validation

Study Title: Ethnobotanical Survey of Tribal Medicinal Plants

Key Evidence: Documentation of medicinal use of forest plants, roots, and

seeds among Bhil, Gond, and Khasi communities.

Results: Over 300 plant species with proven antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory,
or nutritional properties were recorded. Some species are now being studied for

pharmaceutical applications.
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Significance: Confirms that tribal knowledge represented practical,

empirically-tested science, contributing to human health and survival.

PYQs

8.

0.

Discuss the role of tribal cultures in the evolution of Indian civilization.
Examine tribal contributions to Indian religion and ritual traditions.

Analyse tribal ecological knowledge and its relevance today.

. Discuss tribal contributions to Indian agriculture.

. Evaluate tribal political organization.

Explain continuity between tribal and classical traditions.
Discuss tribal art and oral traditions.
Analyse tribal—state interactions.

Evaluate contemporary relevance of tribal knowledge.

10.Discuss tribes as co-creators of Indian civilization.
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